
 

 

Royal Alexandra and Albert School - KS2 History Progression Map 

 

Our intent at KS2 is to inspire and motivate our children to become young historians, developing a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past 

and that of the wider world. The curriculum is designed to encourage curiosity and allow children to form links between the past and present day, through 

using a range of key skills, informed by the National Curriculum. Throughout their time in the Junior School, children will consolidate and develop the skills 

and knowledge covered in KS1. Children will be taught the essential chronology of Britain’s history. This will serve as an essential frame of reference for 

more in-depth study. Within the lesson sequences, children will explore the many forms that history can take, including cultural, economic, military, 

political, religious and social history. Children will be taught about key dates, events and significant individuals. There will also be the opportunity to study 

local history, through the school’s founders’ celebrations. 

 

As a through-school, we implement a history curriculum that is both skills and knowledge progressive from Key Stages 2-5. At RAAS History is taught on a 

half-termly basis, focusing on key periods of time throughout history as well as a KS2-wide topic on local history, including a celebration of the school’s 

Founders Day. Our history curriculum is underpinned by rich, substantive knowledge and ambitious vocabulary that is modelled by the teachers to allow 

them to become disciplined historians. 

 

Children will have the important opportunity to self-reflect upon their learning at the end of each topic, in addition to responding and taking on-board 

teachers’ feedback. The impact of learning will then be evaluated by class teachers, addressing any misconceptions before progressing to the next topic. 

Teachers form a cohesive team that allows children to successfully follow a progressive learning journey throughout their time in the Junior School. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM SKILLS PROGRESSION 

Year Group Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Stories and Sources Begin to understand how 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of 

sources 

Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of 

sources 

Understand how knowledge 

of the past is constructed 

from a range of sources 

 

Develop understanding of 

how and why the past is 

represented in different 

ways 

Understand how and why 

the past is represented in 

different ways and explain 

this 

 

Select key information from 

a range of sources to 

answer a historical question 

 

Select key information from 

a range of sources to 

answer a historical question 

Understand how evidence is 

used rigorously to make 

historical claims 

Construct informed 

responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 

historical information 

Construct informed 

responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant 

historical information 

   Develop perspective and 

judgement by weighing 

evidence and sifting 

arguments e.g. propaganda 

Discern how/why contrasting 

arguments and 

interpretations of the past 

exist by weighing evidence 

Explain how/why contrasting 

arguments and 

interpretations of the past 

exist. 



 

 

and sifting arguments e.g. 

propaganda 

Historical Concepts Compare different eras 

considering similarities and 

differences 

 Explore trends, looking at 

continuity/change and 

similarity 

/difference/significance 

Establish clear narratives 

within and across periods by 

using secure chronological 

understanding 

Order key dates on a 

timeline to demonstrate 

chronology of British and 

world history 

Understand how Britain 

has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider 

world 

Examine different aspects of 

history e.g. social, cultural, 

political and religious 

Analyse trends, looking at 

continuity/change and 

similarity 

/difference/significance and 

use them to make 

connections and draw 

contrasts 

Examine in depth an aspect 

of local history from a 

period beyond 1066 

Extend chronological 

understanding by exploring 

a theme over time e.g. 

leisure, entertainment 

Extend chronological 

understanding by exploring a 

theme over time e.g. crime 

and punishment 

Examine different aspects of 

history e.g. social, cultural, 

political and religious, in 

different contexts 

 Order key dates on a 

timeline to demonstrate 

chronology of British and 

world history 

Gain historical perspective by 

making connections between 

local, national and 

international history 

Gain historical perspective by 

making connections between 

local, national and 

international history 

Historical Questions Understand what types of 

question are historically 

valid and identify how to 

find the answer 

Regularly generate and 

answer a range of 

historically valid questions 

about similarities and 

differences 

Address and devise a wide 

range of historically valid 

questions about change and 

cause 

Address and devise a wide 

range of historically valid 

questions about change, 

cause, impact and 

significance 



 

 

Historical Vocabulary Develop a range of 

historical vocabulary e.g. 

artefact, chronology, 

invade, settle 

Develop a range of 

historical vocabulary e.g. 

civilisation, chronology, 

ancient, legacy 

Use and apply a range of 

historical vocabulary e.g. 

civilisation, propaganda, 

economy, political 

Develop and apply a range of 

historical vocabulary e.g. 

influential, narratives, 

perspective 

Autumn Term 

Topics Covered Vikings Ancient Egypt The Victorians World War 1 and 2 

Key Questions What did the Vikings value? 

How and where did the 

Vikings trade? 

 

What can place names tell 

us about Viking settlement? 

 

What can a case study or 

source tell us about the 

Vikings? 

 

Around what year did the 

Vikings first arrive in 

Britain? 

 

What did the Vikings do? 

What is the difference 

between AD and BC? 

 

What was the social 

structure of ancient 

Egyptian societies? 

 

What was the role, rights, 

and responsibilities of the 

pharaohs? 

Who were some of the 

most famous pharaohs? 

 

Who were the ancient 

Egyptian deities and what 

was their appearances and 

roles? 

 

Why were the pyramids 

were built and what can 

Who was Queen Victoria? 

 

Why did Queen Victoria 

become such a popular 

monarch? 

 

What are the Victorians 

famous for? 

 

How did the Victorian 

inventions change people’s 

lives? 

 

What was the industrial 

revolution? 

 

How did the railways change 

people’s lives? 

 

What was life like for 

Victorian children? 

What elements led to the 

start of World War 1? 

 

What was life like on the 

Western Front? 

 

What advancements of 

warfare occurred during 

World War 1? 

 

What was the involvement of 

animals in WW1? 

 

What was life like for the 

people in Britain during 

World War 1? 

 

What ended World War 1 and 

what happened afterwards? 

 

 



 

 

tomb paintings tell us 

about life in ancient Egypt? 

 

What were greatest 

inventions and 

achievements of the 

ancient Egyptians? 

Why were children evacuated 

from the cities and what did 

they experience? 

 

How were people’s diets 

different during World War II 

and why was rationing 

implemented? 

 

Why did World War II begin 

and where did key events fall 

on a timeline? 

 

What role did women have 

during World War II and what 

jobs did they do? 

 

What was the Holocaust? 

 

What happened during key 

events during World War II? 

 

Key Vocabulary Danegeld 

exile 

invade 

Kingdom 

Pharaoh 

Ra 

Pyramid 

Cleopatra 

Monarch 

Sovereign 

Industrial Revolution 

Industries 

Air Force, Animals, Bayonet, 

Gas mask, Navy, Poetry, 

Poppy, Propoganda, Rations, 

Zeppelins, Trench 
 



 

 

pagans 

Pillaged 

raid 

Monastery 

Settlement 

longship 

Tutankhamun 

Horus 

Isis 

Temple 

Hieroglyphs 

Canopic jars 

Ritual 

Afterlife 

Sarcophagus 

Tomb 

Burial 

Anubis 

 

Workhouse 

Invention 

Cane 

 

World War II, 

 Britain,  

Germany, Nazi, France, 

Neville Chamberlain, Winston 

Churchill, Adolf Hitler, invade, 

occupy, surrender, Munich 

Agreement, Allies, Axis 

Powers 

women, factory, munitions, 

Women’s Land Army, 

Women’s Voluntary Service 

(WVS), Women’s Auxiliary Air 

Force (WAAF), Women’s 

Royal Navy Service (WRNS), 

Auxiliary Territorial Service 

(ATS) 

evacuation, billeting officer, 

city, country, homesick, gas 

mask, identity card, ration 

book, Holocaust, 

antisemitism, prejudice, Nazi, 

genocide, Jewish, scapegoat, 

values 

Battle of France, Battle of 

Britain, The Blitz, Dunkirk, 

Pearl Harbour, Dambusters 

Raid, Battle of the Bulge, D-

Day, VE Day, atomic bomb 
 

 



 

 

Significant People Norse Gods/Goddesses 

King Cnut 

Harald Hardrada 

Leif Erikson 

Eric Bloodaxe 

Cleopatra 

Tutankhamun 

Ramesses 

Nefertiti 

 

Queen Victoria 

Lord Shaftesbury 

Alexander Graham Bell 

George Stephenson 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

Thomas Crapper 

Thomas Edison 

 

Franz Ferdinand 

Herbert Henry Asquith 

David Lloyd George 

Kaiser Wilhelm II 

Woodrow Wilson 

King George V 

 

Neville Chamberlain 
Winston Churchill 

Adolf Hitler 
Benito Mussolini 

Franklin D Roosevelt 
Joseph Stalin 
Hideko Tojo 

Spring Term 

Topics Covered The Maya Wild West NASA Shang Dynasty 

Key Questions How and when did 

Europeans encounter the 

Mayan civilisation? 

 

How do we know about the 

Mayan civilisation and their 

way of life? 

 

How was Mayan society 

organised and how does 

this compare to modern 

society? 

 

Who were the pioneers 

were and how did they 

cross the Western Frontier? 

 

Who were the Native 

Americans and how did 

they live their day-to-day 

lives? 

 

How were the Native 

American tribes affected by 

the new settlers and what 

conflict did this resulted in? 

How was the telescope 

invented? 

 

What was the Space race? 

 

Why was Apollo 11 such an 

important part of history? 

 

How is space explored today? 

What was the Shang Dynasty 

of China and how do we 

know about it? 

 

What evidence is there 

surrounding the Shang kings? 

 

What happened at Shang 

royal burials? 

 

What was ordinary life like 

for people during the Shang 

Dynasty? 



 

 

What did the Maya believe 

in, including their religious 

rites and rituals? 

How can we use a variety of 

sources to piece together 

what life was like for the 

Maya? 

 

What are the achievements 

of the Maya including their 

number systems and 

calendar? 

 

How can we investigate the 

reasons behind the decline 

of the Mayan civilisation? 

 

Who were the 

homesteaders and how did 

they come to live on the 

Great Plains? 

 

Can we compare the 

idealised view of a cowboy 

and the reality of being a 

cowboy? 

 

What was a cowboy’s job 

and what clothes did they 

wear? 

 

What is the writing and 

calendar created during the 

Shang Dynasty? 

 

Why did the Shang Dynasty 

end? 

Key Vocabulary Mesoamerica 

Maize 

Chichen Itza 

Temple 

Gods 

Ritual 

Sacrifice 

glyphs 

Pioneer 

Appalachians 

Prairie schooner 

Great Plains 

Iroquois 

Frontier 

Chief 

Indigenous 

 

Astronomy 

Telescope 

Sputnik 1 

Satellite 

Orbit 

Apollo 11 

Shuttle 

Observatories 

Empire 

Weapons 

Warrior 

Army 

Soldier 

 

Significant People Itzamna 

Kinich Ahau 

Ix Chel 

Ah Bolon Tzacab 

Davy Crockett 

Butch Cassidy 

Sacagawea 

Christopher Columbus 

Galileo Galilei 

Neil Armstrong 

Michael Collins 

Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin 

Fu Hao 

 



 

 

Buluc Chabtan 

Hun Hunahpu 

Awilix 

Colel Cab 

Jasaw Chan K’a 

Tecun Uman 

Jacinto Canek 

 

Summer Term 

Topics Covered Prehistoric Ages Saxons Picts and Scots Ancient Greece Transatlantic Slave Trade 

Key Questions What is ‘prehistory’ and 

how do archaeologists find 

out about the past when 

there is no written history? 

 

Who were the cave men of 

the early Palaeolithic period 

of the Stone Age? 

 

What were the lives of 

people in the Mesolithic 

period of the Stone Age 

like? 

 

What were the 

technological advances in 

the Neolithic period of the 

Stone Age? 

 

What was Stonehenge? 

How can we use 

archaeological evidence at 

Sutton Hoo to ask and 

answer questions? 

 

Who were the Anglo-

Saxons and where did they 

come from? 

 

Who were the Picts and 

Scots and where did they 

live? 

 

How can we use various 

historical sources to find 

out about Anglo-Saxon life? 

 

What was Anglo-Saxon 

culture like? (Including art, 

music, legends and poetry) 

How did the Ancient Greek 

people live? 

 

What happened at the Battle 

of Marathon? 

 

What was the Trojan War 

significant to the Ancient 

Greeks? 

 

Who were the Ancient Greek 

Gods? 

 

How do the Ancient Greek 

political systems differ from 

those today? 

What is the definition of 

slavery during the Atlantic 

slave trade? 

 

What’s the difference 

between a slave and a 

servant? 

 

What was the triangular 

Atlantic slave trade?  

 

What were the three main 

locations in the triangular 

Atlantic slave trade? 

 

How did each location benefit 

from the Atlantic slave trade? 

 

Why did the Atlantic Slave 

Trade become so big? 



 

 

 

What was life like in the 

Bronze Age, and how was 

bronze made and used? 

 

What were the lives of 

people like in the Iron Age 

and how had life developed 

from the Bronze Age? 

 

How can we consolidate 

and understand the Stone, 

Bronze and Iron Ages, and 

order events and changes 

chronologically? 

 

How did Christianity spread 

in Britain? 

 

How can use what has been 

discovered at Sutton Hoo to 

draw conclusions about 

who was buried there? 

 

What was the Middle Passage 

and what was this like for 

slaves? 

 

What was one reason for the 

slave trade being abolished? 

 

Who were some of the key 

figures involved in the 

abolition of slavery? 

 

Who was Harriet Tubman? 

 

What was the Underground 

Railroad and how did it help 

slaves? 

 

What is an example of 

modern slavery? 

 

Key Vocabulary Iron 

Stone 

Bronze 

Flint 

Roundhouse 

Extinct 

Archaeologist 

Excavate 

Sutton Hoo 

Invasion 

Christianity 

Settlers 

Pagan 

Wessex 

Sussex 

Merica 

Ancient civilisations 

Empire 

Olympics 

Trojan war 

Marathon 

Gods and Goddesses 

Middle passage 

Atlantic  

Africa 

America  

Europe 

Labour  

Privateers  

Plantations  



 

 

Stonehenge 

Mesolithic 

Neolithic 

Palaeolithic 

Hunter gatherer 

Ancient 

Prehistory 

Neanderthal 

Kingdom 

Empire 

Beowulf 

Voyages  

Triangular Trade 
Shackles  

Auction  

Chattel slavery 
Slave code 
Migration  

African Diaspora 
Enslavers  

Significant People   Alexander the Great William Wilberforce  

George Hibbert 

Harriet Tubman 

All Year Groups – periodic events. 

Founder’s Day (local history) Black History month; Remembrance Day; Olympics/football/rugby world cups 

 

 

 


